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1. Background / Mission Statement 
 
Close-Up aims to make film culture and history accessible through its library, film 

screenings and the online publication of Vertigo Magazine. Established in 2005, 

the company has built up its activities on the basis of reinvesting all its revenue 

into creating an extensive film resource. 

 

The company specialises in the promotion, distribution and exhibition of classics, 

world cinema, documentaries and artists’ films. Our audience is passionate about 

cinema and includes film enthusiasts, academics, students, researchers and 

professionals. 

 

The library’s collection of over 18,000 films and books, currently located on Brick 

Lane, is considered a unique film resource for locals. 

 

Our regular cinema screenings at a local venue have created a cultural 

benchmark in London allowing renowned filmmakers to meet the audience and 

discuss their films. The overall aim of the cinema programme is to provide a 

critical overview of cinema’s culture and history. 

  

Our achievements have established Close-Up as a central figure in London’s film 

culture and have gained us the support of institutions including Tate Modern 

(Stuart Comer); the British Film Institute (Mark Reid), the ICA (Pamela Jahn), 

Whitechapel Gallery (Gareth Evans) and LUX (Benjamin Cook). The creation of a 

new cinema in the East-End of London has sparked the enthusiasm of those 

institutions to work in close partnership with Close-Up. 

  

We are now aiming to gather our activities under one roof to expand the 

promotion of a thriving, diverse audio-visual culture in London. In the fast growing 

film industry that is developing in the East-End of London, Close-Up plans to open 

its own cinema. Alongside the film library, the cinema will become a unique 

resource for the local community but also the widest regional and international 

audience. 

 

Damien Sanville 

Founder and Director 

May 2013 
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Film Programmes 

 

Among our repertory film programme, which showcases classics and world 

cinema, we also have regular special screenings with attendance by directors or 

expert introductions and Q&A’s. 

 

Directors we have welcomed to Close-Up have included Takahiko Iimura (from 

New York) for a retrospective of his work and expanded cinema performance; 

Jonas Mekas (from New York), founder of the Anthology Film Archives; Larry 

Gottheim (from New York); Maciej Drygas (from Warsaw) and Kanai Katsu (from 

Japan), who attended for a Q&A after the UK premiere of two of his films, part of 

the touring Theatre Scorpio programme which played at Close-Up and also at 

MoMA (New York) and the British Film Institute (London). 

 

Our screening of Battle of Chile included a Q&A from a political activist arrested 

in 1973 who escaped the Pinochet regime in 1975; our programme of short films 

about the Black Panther Party was followed by a Q&A with Barbara Stone, 

founder of the Newsreel Film Collective and our last screening was the UK 

premiere of David Perlov’s Diary, introduced by the director’s daughter, Dr Yael 

Perlov (Tel Aviv). 

 

We plan to open our cinema with a special screening of Salaam Cinema, a 

landmark film about cinema and film culture, and we will invite Iranian Director 

Mohsen Makhmalbaf to introduce his film. 
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2. DPS CV 
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3. Images 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The condition of existing elevation which will be reinvigorated to improve the 

street scene as a result of the proposals. 

 

 

 

The existing Library resource holding over 18,000 titles and reference books will be 

relocated from Brick Lane. 
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Provision of a screening booth will allow the use of the facility for academic and 

research purposes. 

 

 

 

 

New purpose built 40 seater cinema with Archive Compliant film projection. 
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4. Current CLOSE-UP Website 
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5. CLOSE-UP Website’s Vertigo Page 
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Licensing Act 2003:  Premises Plan
CLOSE-UP Film Centre Ltd.
No. 97-99 Sclater Street

London E1 6HR
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7. Letters of Support 
 

The following are letters of 

 

 

 
 
Re: Premises License Support for Close
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
In respect to the application for a Premises License I would like to state that as the 
owner/occupier of the site in 97
I am in full agreement with the aims of the project and the argu
License will help generate much needed income to support the invaluable cultural 
activities of Close-Up. 
 
I do not envisage to be inconvenienced in any way by the use of the cinema’s patrons of 
the courtyard. This space has for all the y
communal area for the various artists, photographers, etc who have at some worked here 
at various times. 
 
 
Dr Gwendolyn Leick (Senior Lecturer at Chelsea College of Art & Design)
 

 
 
22.07.2014 
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 support for the premises licence application.

Re: Premises License Support for Close-Up Film Centre 

In respect to the application for a Premises License I would like to state that as the 
owner/occupier of the site in 97-99 Sclater Street, London E1 6HR, 
I am in full agreement with the aims of the project and the argument that having a 
License will help generate much needed income to support the invaluable cultural 

I do not envisage to be inconvenienced in any way by the use of the cinema’s patrons of 
the courtyard. This space has for all the years I have lived here (since 1995) been a 
communal area for the various artists, photographers, etc who have at some worked here 

(Senior Lecturer at Chelsea College of Art & Design) 
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e application. 

-  
 
 
 

22/07/2014 

In respect to the application for a Premises License I would like to state that as the 

ment that having a 
License will help generate much needed income to support the invaluable cultural 

I do not envisage to be inconvenienced in any way by the use of the cinema’s patrons of 
ears I have lived here (since 1995) been a 

communal area for the various artists, photographers, etc who have at some worked here 
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8. Support Petition 
 

To follow under separate cover. 




